The in vitro DOX release was studied in PBS (pH 7.4). DOX-loaded micelles were dialyzed (MWCO = 5000) for 24 h at 37 ℃. During the dialysis process, 10 ml release medium was removed at determined time points and equal volume of fresh PBS (prewarmed at 37 ℃) was supplemented immediately. The amount of DOX was detected using a fluorescence spectrophotometer to calculate the cumulative DOX release from different micelles. All experiments were repeated four times.
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